BALLARAT FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 


EXCURSION/NEWS SHEET -— FEBRUARY 1977T- 


President: Mr. G Binns Ph. 323670 
Secretary: Mrs.M. Rotheram 301671 
Treasurer: Mr. S. Reynolds 327721 


MEETINGS heid in the Biology Section at 
the School of Mines, Lydiard St. Sth. at 
8 p.m., first Friday of each month. 


4th FEBRUARY: Members Night.Various Subjects. 


4th MARCH: Annual Meeting. Election of ' 
estes he Office Bearers for 1977. Members are 
reminded that under our constitution, nominations for all 
vacant positions on the executive committee should be 
given to the secretary by the end of tonights meeting. The 
committee consists of 10 members including a president, 
vice-president, secretary and treasurer. 


EXCURSION 6th FEBRUARY: Anglesea - Miss M. white. (Further 
particulars in this issue) 


3rd _ DECEMBER MEETING: After a short buyiness meeting, Mr. 


Allan Sonsee gave an interesting talk on the genera and 
numerous species of some of the natives of the Australian 
Bushland, 


~ 


dth DECEMBER EXCURSICN: The final excursion for 1977 took 
the form of a Christmas Picnic at Linton. Sixteen cars and 
about 50 people made the trip. The president welcomed 
members, friends and visitors, among whom were Mrs. Knight 
of Linton and Mrs. Doug. Dean, wife of the Grenville Shire 
Engineer. : 

It was very pleasant wandering through the bush, or 
just sitting enjoying the bird calls. 43 species have been 
identified in the area, and I'm sure half of them were seen 
or heard that day. Also it was found to be Edwin Bedggoods 
birthday, so the “Happy Birthday" song was sung for him, in 
competition with the birds. 

A certain lady member didn't have the right technique 
to negotiate a river crossing - and offers belated thanks 
to the gallant gentlemen who dried out her engine and got 
her car mobile again! 


" SHERBROOK RIVER LODGE" CAMP-OUT. 
Princetown-Port Campbell area. 25th - 27th March 1977. 


Further to the Article on the above Camp Out in December. 
1976 Issue, it is hoped many members will avail themselves 
of the opportunity to explore this very interesting part — 
of the Victorian coastline and the National Park. 


25 people can be accommodated at the Lodge, beds and 
bunks supplied. Fee of $1.30 per person per night. 
Electricity, showers, toilet, plenty of hot water and use 
of kitchen available. Camp sites close by if needed. 
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VFNCA CAMP-OUT The Victorian Field Naturalist Clubs Assn. 
will hold a camp-out at Warragul during the Labor Day week- 
end (March 12-14) and secretary Alex Fisher of Mid-Murray — 
promises an interesting programme. 


The annual general meeting will be held in the 
Rokeby Hall at 7.30 p.em. on the Saturday (two delegates 
required) and on the Sunday evening representatives from 
each club will speak for five or ten minutes on club news, 
finds or projects. ; 


There are motels at Drouin etc., but the main camp 
will be held at Glen Cromie Park, Main Neerim Road, Drouin 
West, 3818 (telephone 056-268212). As it is a holiday week- 
end, intending campers are advised to book early and to 
state they are with the Field Naturalists. Site fees range 
from $1.50 a night plus “40 cents for electricity (secretary 
has full details.) There is a kiosk and resident care~ 
taker. os ear 


Glen Cromie is onthe Main Neerim Road and the Tarago 
River, When travelling from Melbourne, leave the Princes 
Highway at the Robin Hood Motel and follow the signs. 


OUR ANNUAL MEETING will be held on March 4th. Miss Mary 
White of Anglesea has kindly consented to be our guest 
speaker. . me 
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PAPILIONACEAE (continued) 


Viminaria juncea Tall shrub, almost leafless, with long 
branchlets. Small yellow flowers in long terminal racemes. 
Calyx with five short equal lobes. Bracteoles absent. 
Stamens free. Pod sessile. 

In Ballarat area found only at Mt. Beckworth. 


Glycine clandestina slender twining plant with small 
leaves in three leaflets. Very small blue-purple flowers. 
Calyx with narrow lobes. Stamens united. Pod narrow. 
Found in moist gullies. 


Kennedia prostrata Prostrate plant. Leaves arranged in 
three leaflets. Large red flowers. Upper calyx lobes 
united. Pod flat. Widespread. 


Bossiaea prostrata Leaves ovate or oblong. Medium 
yellow and red flowers. Two upper calyx lobes united. 
Bracteoles present. Stamens united. Pod tough and flat. 
Scattered occurrences all districts. 


Swainsona procumbens Plant prostrate. Leaves pinnate. 
Very large purple flowers. Stamens free. Calyx lobes 
almost equal. Pod inflated. Clunes district. 


Platylobium obtusangulum Leaves opposite. Large yellow 
and red flowers. Bracteoles present. Stamens united. 
Two upper calyx lobes large, three lower lobes small. 
Pod broad opening along lower suture. Widespread. 

S. Bedggood. 


Editorial Panel: S. Bedggood, G. Binns, 
B. Gray. 

No part of this publication may be re- 

produced or transmitted in any form or 


by any means without permission in 
writing from the author/authors. All 
rights reserved. 


PAPILIONACEAE = Ccontinued) 


Nennedia Prosiraia Geodia lotifolia 
i 
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EXCURSION - 6th FEBRUARY - ANGLESEA. 


Leader-— Miss Mary White. Leaving 9.30 a.m. 

Because of the distance involved, cars will not travel in 
convoy. 

“Miss White has suggested we should meet at Point 
Addis at 11.15 - 11.30 a.em. The turnoff is clearly sign- 
posted on the Geelong-Anglesea road, about two miles 
before Anglesea. The car park is a short distance along the 
track on the left hand side with shade and a suitable place 
for lunch. 

As low water is at 8.07 a.m. and 8.03 p.m. work on the 
shore platform will probably be out, so Miss White has 
suggested a study of the conservation of the coastal area 
would be more suitable. 

After visiting Pt. Addis to see the conservation work 
there, also coastal plants and the remains of an aboriginal 
midden, we will probably visit Point Roadknight, the 
C'Donoghue's road parking area. Some may wish to bathe at 
Point Roadknight, or walk around the beach towards 
Urquhart's Bluff. 

For members unable to attend until the afternoon, a 
second meeting place could be arranged at toint Roadknight 
at 2 pem. - but please let us know if you intend to do this, 
s0 specific arrangements can be made. 

If anyone needs transport, please contact the 
secretary (301671) or a member of the executive. 


FUCUS ON FORESTS. 


The annual report of the Forests Commission Victoria, 
which will be available to members through our Librarian, 
Miss McLenehan, contains very interesting material on the 
Commission's operations, forest management, planning, hard- 
wood and softwood plantations, environment, research and 
so on. It is well presented and well worth studying. 

Some interesting sidelights from the report: 

Phytophthora cinnamomi was reported in the Brisbane 
Ranges an: in the Trentham district... The incidence of 
Armillaria mellea attack at Trentham is under investigation.. 
A study of the ecology and silvicultural implications of a 
species of honey fungus (Armillaria) has been initiated in 
native forests in west-central Victoria in co-operation 
with the cst. studies of the im-act of the fungus 


Phytophthora cinnamomi on regeneration and growth of 

native species are continuing in a number of areas... 
Further studies into the behavior of ?. cinnamomi showed 
that it was most destructive in moist, well aerated soils, 
but under permanently water logged conditions it could not 
infect tree roots... Dieback surveys in the eucalypt 
forests of Victoria were continued using the previously 
developed techniques of aerial reconnaissance, aerial photo- 
graphy and follow-up ground survey. A major effort was 

made to define the extent and causes of dieback in eucalypt 
stands in the Grampians. Aerial reconnaissance showed that 
approx. 2090 ha were severely affected, and subsequent 
ground surveys showed that dieback was caused by P. 
cinnamomi, Armellaria sp, insect attack and repeated burning. 
Collection and baiting of soil samples showed that P. 
cinnamomi was spread extensively over the Grampians, even 
in areas remote from roads and logging activities. 


In the year 1975-76 the Forests Commission launched 
18 successful prosecutions for offences against the Forests 
Act and the Wild Flowers and Native Plants Protection Act, 
with fines totalling $1419 for the picking of protected 
plants and illegal removal of forest produce. Warning 
letters were also issued. Additional patrols and investig- 
ations were carried out by staff to detect and prevent the 
removal of ferns and other protected plants from forest 
areas. 

Field personnel were filed in 11 search and rescue 
operations in forest areas, involving 17 walkers and eight 
people involved in vehicle accidents or breakdowns. 
Commission vehicles travelled 2359 km in these rescues 
involving 318 man hours. 


Commission personell attended 396 fires and a total of 
55,500 ha of forest was burned within the fire protected 
area. The highest single cause of fires was deliberate 
lighting. However lightning was again a very significant 
cause and was responsible for a series of fires in the 
desert areas: of the Mildura district. The largest of 
these fires burned in excess of 35,000 ha. 
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